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CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO THE. PREBLE MEDAL. 


(Copied for the Numismatic Society by George Henry Preble, U. S. N.] 


Naval Rendezvous, Boston Navy Yard, August 2, 1871. 
J. Cotzurn, Esg., 
President Boston Numismatic Society, Boston, Mass. 

Dear Sir,—I have the honor to forward you herewith for the archives 
or, library of your Society, a copy of the correspondence between Commodore 
Preble and the Navy Department, &c., respecting the Medal granted him by 
Resolution of Congress. These letters I have taken from copies found 
among the Commodore's papers, or from official printed documents. 

The medal has been repeatedly engraved on copper, steel and wood. 
There was a copper plate of it published in the Po/yasthos many years ago, 
of which I have an impression,-and there is a wood engraving of it in 
Lossing’s War of 1812. 

The steel engraving referred to above is a perfect fac simile of the 
medal, having been engraved by the ruling process by Mr. Joseph Saxton, 
then of the United States Mint, to illustrate Godey'’s Lady's Book for 
September, 1842. Applying to Mr. Godey, about two years since, for i impres- 
pressions from this plate, he stated that the plate was destroyed in 1854, in 
the great fire of Hart's sre, together with all the plates illustrating his 
Magazine prior to that date. It seems, however, in some way to have been 
preserved, for soon after a friend in New York discovered it in the hands of 
an engraver of that city, “looking very much the worse for wear, and as if it 
might have passed through a great fire.” It was not so badly injured, how- 
ever, as he supposed, as the impressions in this number show. 

It is generally the case that the day of the month on which a battle was 
fought i is inscribed on the medal which commemorates it. On this, only the 
ty is given. The reason is, that the Preble Medal commemorates not one, 

t five bombardments of the City of Tripoli, which took place on different 
days in the months of August and September, 1804. 
The original gold medal is now in the possession of the Commodore’s 
only grandson, Edward Earnest Preble, who recently resigned his commission 
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as a Lieutenant Commander in the U. S. Navy, and who was the navigating 
officer of the Kearsarge in her combat with the Alabama, and also of the 
Steam Frigate Susquehanna at the capture of Fort Fisher. 

Copies of the medal in bronze were distributed among the junior officers. 
One of these is now in the possession of the Portland Public Library and 
Institute. Another was picked up by a Union soldier on a wharf at 
Charleston, S. C., about three years since, and I saw mention of another copy 
in the notices to correspondents of the Mew York Ledger about two years 
since. Very truly yours, 

Gro. Henry PREBLE. 


RESOLUTION OF THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES. 
APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT, MARCH 3, 1805. 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to cause 
a gold medal to be struck emblematical of the attacks on the town, batteries 
and naval force of Tripoli, by the squadron under Commodore Preble’s 
command, and to present it to Commodore Preble in such manner as in his 
opinion, will be most honorable to him; and that the President be further 
requested to cause a sword to be presented to each of the commissioned 
officers and midshipmen who have distinguished themselves in the several 
attacks. 

Resolved, That one month’s pay be allowed, exclusively of the common 
allowance, to all petty officers, seamen, and marines of the squadron, who so 
gloriously supported the honor of the American Flag, under the orders of 
their gallant commanders in the several attacks.” 


Boston, Fune 15, 1805. 


Dear Sir:—I send you three sketches of attacks on Tripoli by our 
squadron in August last ; perhaps they may be of some service to the person 
who cuts the medal. Please inform me when it is probable the medal will be 
finished, and what will be the expense of striking a few in copper. 

I have a painting of the first attack, six feet long by four wide—it is the 
only one I have at present, but it shall be sent to you if the engraver wishes 
it. I however presume the sketches will answer his purpose. 

I am with esteem and respect, dear sir, &c., 

Grorce Harrison, Esa., EpWARD PREBLE. 

Navy Agent, Philadelphia. 


Philadelphia, Fune 17, 1805. 
Sir :—I this moment received your letter covering the sketches which I 
shall without delay, transmit to the Secretary. I have been expecting them 
from you these two months. It will require at least three months to execute 
the die after the order is given, which I hope the Secretary will not delay. 
I will ascertain the expense of a medal in silver, and inform you. It will not 
exceed but a mere trifle, the price ofthe metal. 
- I do not expect that the drawing you mention will be called fot should 
it be requisite I will give you due notice. 
In haste, per mail, but with regard and respect, your servant, 
Commodore PREBLE. Georce Harrison. 
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Navy DEPARTMENT, 26 une, 1805. 
Sir :—For your information, I enclose a copy of my letter to Geo. 
Harrison, Esq., of this day, upon the subject of the medal voted by Congress 
to you. I am, respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
Rr, Siru. 
N. B. Medals for crowned heads never exceed three inches. 
Commodore Epwarp PREBLE, Joston. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 2644 Fune, 1805. 
Sir :—I have received your letter accompanied by drawings of the medal 
for Commodore Preble. I now return you the Commodore’s likeness and 
one of the drawings sent to me by you. I approve the drawings excepting 
as to size, which appears to me to be too large. I doubt whether any die 
can be made to impress so large a surface. We should depart, too, from 
general custom, by making this medal so large. The medal voted by the old 
Congress, for General Washington, was three inches diameter. Those for 
Generals Greene, Gates, &c., were two and a half inches, and those for Morgan, 
Wayne, &c., were two inches. The drawings of the medal for Commodore 
Preble are four inches. I have no objections to the medal for Commodore 
Preble being two and a half inches. Confer with artists upon the subject, 
and let me hear from you. It is my determination to have it made by 4%@ 
Reich, and you may so inform him, that he may not engage in other business 
to interfere with this. I am, respectfully, sir, your most ob’t serv'’t, 
Grorce Harrison, Esq., Pheladelphia. R. SMITH. 





Boston, Fuly 10, 1805. 

Sir :—I am honored with your letter of the 26th ult., with a copy of 
your letter to Geo. Harrison, Esq., upon the subject of the medal. 

The drawings I sent you were not intended to govern the size of the 
medal, but merely to give the artist a general idea of the subject by presenting 
to him a group of figures which he might reduce to suit his instructions. 

I agree with you that two and a half inches is sufficiently large. I now 
enclose another drawing, which I think as correct a view of the commence- 
ment of our attack, August 3d, as can well be given in so small a compass. 
I have a painting of the subject 6 feet long by 4 wide, which I will send to 
the office if you desire it. It has cost me fifty dollars. 

I am, Sir, very respectfully, &c., &c., &c., 
EDWARD PREBLE. 
- To the Hon. Secretary or THE Navy, 
Washington. 


Navy DEparTMENT, July 20, 1805. 
Sir :—I have received your letter of the roth inst; The drawing which 
you propose sending to the Navy Office will be very acceptable. The subject 
merits perpetuity. | 
| I am respectfully, Sir, your most obed’t servant, 


R. Smirn. 
Commodore Epwarp PREBLE, Boston. 











—_ 
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August 15, 1805. © 
Dear Sir:—The medal is in hand and by the spring the President wih 
have the pleasure of handing it you. It cannot be done in less time, and 4 
I wish it to equal any other of its size, 24 inches, I do not press him. On 
of the three drawings you sent on has been selected. The following are thé 
inscriptions. . 










Edwardo Preble Duci Strenuo. 
Comitia Americana. 







Vindice Commercii Americani 













Ante Tripoli 
1804. MDCCCIV. 
It shall be superior to anything of the kind ever executed in America. 
Faithfully yours, ‘ 
Commodore PREBLE. Grorce HaRrRISON, | 





PorTLAND, October 28, 1805. 


Sir :—Capt. Bainbridge will send you a drawing of one of our attacks 
on the forts and gunboats of Tripoli; it is enclosed in a tin case and directed =~ 
tome. You will oblige me by forwarding it to me by the first opportunity, 
either by land or water. I am not acquainted with the size of it. If-it is 
small, and you can send it by any gentleman to Boston, I wish you to do so, 
but if bulky send it by a packet; in either case direct it to the care of my 
brother Eben. Any charges you may be at, I will repay. 

Very respectfully, your obed’t servant, 

Witiiam Copan, Esq., Vew York. EpWARD PREBLE. 












Navy Department, 17¢h May, 1806. ~ 


Sir :—In pursuance of the Resolution of Congress of the 3d of March, 
1805, requesting the President of the United States to cause a gold medal to 
be struck, emblematical of the attacks on the town, batteries and naval/force ~ 
of Tripoli, by the squadron under your command, and to present it to you in 
such manner as in his opinion would be most honorable to you, the medal 
which will herewith be delivered to you by Lieutenant Jones has been struck, 
You will receive it Sir, as a testimony of your country’s estimation of the 
important and honorable services rendered by you, and you will be pleased =~ 
to accept an assurance of the great pleasure I have in the esa of presenting ~ 












it to you. I have the honor to be, with great respect, Sir, is e 
Your obed't servant, = 

Commodore Epwarp PREBLE, | R. SMITH. er 
Portland, Maine. ae em 










PorTLAND, Yune 17, ee 
Sir :—By Lieut. Jones of the Navy, I had this day the honor to recei\ 
your official letter of the 17th ult. accompanying a gold medal, struck in 
pursuance of a Resolution of Congress of the 3d Mare , 1805, emblematical 
of the attacks on the town, batteries and naval forces of Tripoli, by the 
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the United States that I accept with gratitude this honorable testimony of 
the approbation of my country, and I pray you to be assured that I feel truly 
sensible of the very handsome and obliging manner in which it has been 


presented. I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, Sir, 
Your most obed't servant, 
Hon. Rosert Smiru, EpwWARD PREBLE. 
Secretary of the Navy. 


—_—_-~-— 


March 31, 1807. 
‘Sm :—Have you had any extra impressions of the Medal for Commo- 
dore Preble made? If you have, be pleased to send them to me by the first 
safe opportunity. Very respectfully, &c., 
R. Situ, Sec’y of the Navy. 
Gerorce Harrison, Esq., 
Navy Agent, Philadelphia, Penn. 


April 3d, 1807. 

Sir :—I regret that I have it not in my power to comply with your 
request respecting the extra impressions of the medal of Commodore Preble. 
Till late in December, I was promised from time to time, by the coiner, that 
they would have them struck off the first moment of leisure; that they were 
so pressed by the banks for coin, that they found it impossible to break off. 
In December, or beginning of January, | was called upon by the Director 
to express 47s regret that the mint, owing to an accident in the great screw, 
could not now, without incurring too great a risk, attempt the striking of the 
medals, and recommended my applying to Mr. Armitage, who has a machine 
of some force. In consequence I applied, and handed him over the dies té 
make the attempt, and ere this I expected to have received his specimen, but 
as yet he has not succeeded. 

The screw of the mint is not so much injured but that they can strike 
dollars, and I am inclined to believe their fears are greater than the flaw 
justifies. Should Armitage not succeed, will you permit me to send the dies 
to a friend in Birmingham, England? I can have the whole executed and 
returned previous to the meeting of Congress, and the expense will not be 
greater than if made here. I am, very respectfully, 

Gro. Harrison. 

To the Hon. Secretary or THE Navy, 

Washington, D. C. 





April 8, 1807. 
Sir :—-I have received your letter of the 3d inst. If you should not be 
able to get the extra impressions of the medal for Com. Preble, made in 
Philadelphia, you may as you have proposed, have them executed in Birming- 
ham. I am, respectfully yours, 
"Geo. Harrison, Esq,, Rr. Smirn. 


Navy Agent, Philadelphia. 


; Navy DEparTMENT, April 8, 1807. 
Sir :—I expected long before this, to have had it in-my power to dis- 
tribute a number of extra impressions of the medal given to you by Congress, 
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but in this expectation I have been disappointed. The enclosed copies of 
letters will explain the cause of this delay, and the measures taken to have 
the impressions made. This information I consider as due to your feelings, - 
and therefore have given it to you. I am, very respectfully, sir, 


the Navy, complying with their resolution of the 16th inst. 
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Your most obt. servant, Rt. Smiru. 







Commodore Epwp. PREBLE, 
Fortland, Me. 





-_—_— 


x11 Congress. No. 98. 2d session. 
Géld Medal Presented to Captain Preble. 
To the House of the Representatives of the United States: 
I transmit to the House of Representatives, a report of the Secretary of 








James Mapison. 






December 23, 1812. 








-——— 


Navy DeEpartMENT, December 21, 1812. 


Sir :—On the subject of the resolution of the Honorable the House of 
Representatives of the 16th inst. I have the honor to state, that, in pursuance 
of the resolution of’ Congress, of the 3d of March, 1805, a gold medal, 
emblematical of the attacks on the town, batteries, and naval force of Tripoli, 
by the squadron under Commodore Preble’s command, was presented to 
Commodore Preble in the manner stated in this enclosed letter dated May 
17, 1806. [See page 52, anéea.| 

That one month’s pay was allowed, exclusively of the common allowance, - 
to all the petty officers, seamen, and marines of the squadron, who so glori- 
ously supported the honor of the American flag under the orders of their 
gallant commander in the several attacks, - : 

That no sword has been presented to either of the commission officers 
or midshipmen, who distinguished themselves in the several attacks, and that 
it is not known to this Department, that there ever was made by Congress, a 
specific appropriation of twenty thousand dollars for the purpose of carrying 
into effect the resolution referred to. ee 

With respect to that part of the resolution which “ requests the President 
to cause a sword to be presented to each of the commissioned officers and 
midshipmen who distinguished themselves,” it is presumed the President saw 
what to his mind appeared difficulties of great delicacy, from the peculiar ~ 
language of the resolution. By the resolution he was requested to present _ 
swords to such only as had distinguished themselves, and all having been 
represented to him as having acted gloriously, he could not in justice,draw § ff 
with precision a line of discrimination, He felt, it is to be presumed, a 
repugnance to thé’making of a selection which, by implication, would 7 ad 
sarily have cast an unmerited reproach upon all not therein included. A 
degradation of that kind might have greatly injured the service, and could _ 
not possibly have been grateful to.the honorable feelings of the favored 
officers. ae 






































I have the honor to be with the greatest respect, sir, 
Your most obedient servant,  Paut Hamitton. 





The PRESIDENT. 
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A statement, showing the dates when the payments appear to have been 

made on account of the medal presented to Commodore Preble, in pursuance 

of the Resolytions of Congress of the 3d March, 1805. 


1805, July 29, . . . . ‘ ; ‘ ‘ ° $15 00 
1806, April 15, . , ; ‘ : ‘ ; , : P , 264 61 

7 ey aes ; ; ‘ ; ; : ‘ ‘ ; i 15 00 
ee oe , . , j . ‘ ° ; 685 71 





$980 32 


Navy DEPARTMENT ACCOUNTANT’S OFFICE, 
February 23, 1813. 
Tuomas TurRNER, Accountant. 






DEVICES ON COINS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Tue subject of the mzné, has occupied the attention of the citizens 
considerably, and the majority dislike the figure of Lzberty being struck on 
the coins, in preference to the head of the President of the United States. 

The first words in the Constitution of the United States are, “ We, the 
people, &c.” Now, who, say they, is the representative of the sovereignty of the 
people? The President chosen by them, most assuredly is the answer. If, 
therefore, the coinage is to bear the impression of the sovereignty of the 
people, his figure ought to be adopted. 

Silver and gold cannot be signed like a dank dill, therefore the stamp of 


_ publick authority ought to be made on the coin, as a warranty of the weight 


and purity of the pieces, otherwise they will not pass freely from hand to 
hand, without weighing or assaying, which will be very troublesome. Whose 
stamp so proper to attest this as the Chzef Magistrate of that nation whose 
coin it is?» Z. 215. 

In the debate in Congress, on the Mint bill, the motion for striking the 
President's head upon the coin, was warmly opposed by a certain gentleman, 
inva very lengthy speech, as favouring monarchial principles. A gentleman 
from this State rose and said, he perceived the same objection might be made 
to the Eagle on the reverse of the coin: he thought it would be best to 
substitute a more harmless and less monarchial bird, and begged leave ‘to 
recommend a Goose. p. 216. 

The Apollo. Boston: 1792. Cited in Hist. Mag. Vol. 7, p. 14. New Series. Morrisania, N. Y. 1870. 


You are aware that the Act instituting the Mint, April 2, 1792, required, 

on the coin, simply “an impression emblematical of Liberty.” These very 

eneral terms seem to give a large “liberty” of device, but, in truth, nothing 

is harder than to get up a suitable emblem. It has, therefore, been a matter 
of debate, from that day to this. 

It is well known that Washington objected to placing his effigy on the 

coin; and the prevailing opinion has always concurred with him, in that 
matter. : 


Jas. Pottock, Director. 
U.S. Mint, Phila. ; 


Hist. Mag. Vol. 7, 1870, p. 14, New Series. 
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CROWNS OF OLIVER CROMWELL. 


“] HAVE also been informed, by my very ingenious friend Mr. George 
Vertue, who has examined all the works of Simon with the exactness of an 
artist, and from whom we may expect an accurate account of the same, when 
he shall have leisure to publish the curious. collections he has made upon 
that subject, that he has observed half crowns of this sort, [a supposed coinage 
of 1656,] where the last figure of the date had been altered from a 6 to an 8 
upon the die: which would lead one to conjecture, that those dies, tho’ 
prepared in 1656, were not really issued before the year 1658, and after the 
second solemn inauguration of the protector, which was on the 26th of May, 
1657. —Folke's Coins, p.99. London. 1745. 


A crown, one of the earliest impressions, in our possession, bears a 
slight appearance of an alteration, in the die, in the figure 8, which is much 
smaller than the other figures. We would like to know if collectors having 
the crown and half crown can discover any evidence of alteration in their 
pieces. Was the expected work of Mr. George Vertue ever published ? 





* 





ORIGIN OF THE DOLLAR MARK. 


Tue origin of the United States dollar mark ($) has been ascribed to 
several sources. By some it is supposed to represent the U written upon the 
S, denoting U. S. (United States). Some think it is a modification of the 
figure 8, having reference to 8 reals, or pieces of eight, as the dollar was 
formerly called; others, that it represents the “ Pillars of Hercules,” which 
were stamped on the Pillar Dollar; and others, still, that it is a combination 
of the initials P and S., from the Spanish Peso Duro, signifying Hard Dollar. 
As it is used in Portugal to note the thousands’ place, it is probable that it 
originated in that country; a mil-reis, or thousand reis, is written thus, 1$000, 
Some interesting notes *on this subject are to be found in the Astorical 
Magazine, vol. 1, First Series, pages 186, 187, 245 and 281. 


After the preceding note was handed to us, it brought to mind the 
following communication relating to the same subject, written some time ago 
by an esteemed friend and correspondent of the Yournad. 

«* * * As to the $ mark, and the origin of the name dollar. For the 
first, it needs but few words to say, that the dollar mark is simply the plural 
of “pieces of eight”; i. e. so many e¢ghés; justas £ is the plural of Zéra. 
For the other, the origin is traced to the mining region of Joachims-thal, or 
Joachim’s dale, in Austria. A large silver coin began to be struck about the 

ear 1521, from silver taken from that mine; it was from that circumstance 
called a thal-er; (pronounced very nearly as Za//er.) Germany and Spain 
being then one great monarchy, the name was easily carried to the large 


vegius, royal dollar. The word was afterwards turned into ¢a//aro in Venice, 


daelder in Holland, dader in Denmark, &c. (See Becher’s work on Austrian — 


moneys,—Oesterreichische Munzwesen, Vienna, 1838.) D. | 





silver coin of Spain, which the scholars of that day latinized into thalerus i 
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PURLOINERS OF COINS. 


Tue following extracts from letters received by a collector of coins, 
describe an amusing incident in his experience. 

The owner of the Victoria Crown may still find on the little red morocco 
case, the marks of teeth mentioned in the first extract. 





, ENGLAND, 1744 Fune, 1844. 

You no doubt have been anxiously expecting to hear from me for some 
time, and I can assure you I have been quite as anxious to execute the com- 
mission you were kind enough to favor me with. 

I am sorry I have been prevented from remitting you any part of the 
order sooner, but when you are made acquainted with the circumstances of 
the case, you will, I hope, excuse the delay. In the first place I had pro- 
cured for you some very rare and desirable coins from the Duke of Devon- 
shire’s collection recently sold, such as the three coins of Lord Baltimore, 
the dollar of Charles I]. and parts to the 1-16; the 2-3 dollar of Mary and 
Henry Darnley; some fine proofs in bronze, and many others to the amount 
of about 410 worth, all which I had carefully wrapped in cotton, and then in 
soft paper, with the intention of forwarding them by the steamer of the 3d 
inst. Having put them all in a little box containing silver plate, for the sake 
of security during the night, it was deposited in a vault which we use for that 
purpose, but on taking out the plate next morning, to my great dismay the 
little box containing the coins (which, unfortunately, had no lid,) was empty,’ 
every coin except one being carried away, as was afterwards proved by rads, 
no doubt for the sake of the soft paper and cotton wool, to line their nest 
with. Asa proof of this, on digging after the rat-hole, two large coins were 
found among some rubbish, but divested both of paper and cotton. These 
were the two-penny piece of George III., and the 60 shilling piece of James IL, 
which are now sent to you. The medal which was not carried off, was the 
coronation one of Victoria,* which would have shared the same fate, but the 
little morocco box in which it was placed protected it; the teeth marks, how- 
ever, upon it, show what they would have liked to do withit also. Although 
two men have been employed ever since in searching after them, no other 
trace of them has, up to the present moment, been discovered, so that I have 
began to despair of ever seeing them again. Possibly, at some future time, 
the discovery of such a miscellaneous hoard will give rise to a learned disser- 
tation on the subject; at all events it will be worth recording in the Numis- 
matic Chronicle as a caution to other collectors. You may be sure that this 
affair has caused me much gfief, as, independently of the pecuniary loss, it 
may be some time before I have the opportunity of possessing the same coins 
again. By the kindness of a friend I am enabled to supply the place of the 
three coins of Lord Baltimore at a less price than those lost could have been 


afforded at. 








» August 2d, 1844. 

I am sorry a few of the coins sent did not meet approval, but, owing to 
the unfortunate circumstance of the loss mentioned in my last, it prevented 
me from sending coins which might have been more acceptable, I am very 


* This was the Florin Crown. 
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CROWNS OF OLIVER CROMWELL. 


“] HAVE also been informed, by my very ingenious friend Mr. George 
Vertue, who has examined all the works of Simon with the exactness of an 
artist, and from whom we may expect an accurate account of the same, when 
he shall have leisure to publish the curious collections he has made upon 
that subject, that he has observed half crowns of this sort, [a supposed coinage 
of 1656,| where the last figure of the date had been altered from a 6 to an 8 
upon the die: which would lead one to conjecture, that those dies, tho’ 
prepared in 1656, were not really issued before the year 1658, and after the 
second solemn inauguration of the protector, which was on the 26th of May, 
1657."—Folke's Coins, p.99. London. 1745. 


A crown, one of the earliest impressions, in our possession, bears a 
slight appearance of an alteration, in the die, in the figure 8, which is much 
smaller than the other figures. We would like to know if collectors having 
the crown and half crown can discover any evidence of alteration in their 
pieces. Was the expected work of Mr. George Vertue ever published ? 
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ORIGIN OF THE DOLLAR MARK. 


Tue origin of the United States dollar mark ($) has been ascribed to 
several sources. By some it is supposed to represent the U written upon the 
S, denoting U. S. (United States). Some think it is a modification of the 
figure 8, having reference to 8 reals, or pieces of eight, as the dollar was 
formerly called; others, that it represents the “ Pillars of Hercules,” which 
were stamped on the Pillar Dollar; and others, still, that it is a combination 
of the initials P and S., from the Spanish Peso Duro, signifying Hard Dollar. 
As it is used in Portugal to note the thousands’ place, it is probable that it 
originated in that country; a mil-reis, or thousand reis, is written thus, 1$000, 
Some interesting notes ‘on this subject are to be found in the Héséorical 
Magazine, vol. 1, First Series, pages 186, 187, 245 and 281. 


After the preceding note was handed to us, it brought to mind the 
following communication relating to the same subject, written some time ago 
by an esteemed friend and correspondent of the Yournad. 


«* * * As to the $ mark, and the origin of the name dollar. For the 
first, it needs but few words to say, that the dollar mark is simply the plural | 
of “pieces of eight”; i. e. so many e¢ghts; justas £ is the plural of Zéva. 
For the other, the origin is traced to the pac ug BY. of Joachims-thal, or 

gan to be struck about the 


Joachim’s dale, in Austria. A large silver coin 
ear 1521, from silver taken from that mine; it was from that circumstance 


called a thal-er; (pronounced very nearly as ¢a//er.) Germany and Spain 


being then one great monarchy, the name was easily carried to the large — 


silver coin of Spain, which the scholars of that day latinized into thalerus 
rvegius, royal dollar. The word was afterwards turned into ¢e//aro in Venice, 
daelder in Holland, daler in Denmark, &c. (See Becher’s work on Austrian 
moneys,— Oesterreichische Munzwesen, Vienna, 1838.) 
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PURLOINERS OF COINS. 


Tue following extracts from letters received by a collector of coins, 
describe an amusing incident in his experience. 

The owner of the Victoria Crown may still find on the little red morocco 
case, the marks of teeth mentioned in the first extract. 





, ENGLAND, 17¢h Fune, 1844. 

You no doubt have been anxiously expecting to hear from me for some 
time, and I can assure you I have been quite as anxious to execute the com- 
mission you were kind enough to favor me with. 

I am sorry I have been prevented from remitting you any part of the 
order sooner, but when you are made acquainted with the circumstances of 
the case, you will, I hope, excuse the delay. In the first place I had pro- 
cured for you some very rare and desirable coins from the Duke of Devon- 
shire’s collection recently sold, such as the three coins of Lord Baltimore, 
the dollar of Charles II. and parts to the 1-16; the 2-3 dollar of Mary and 
Henry Darnley; some fine proofs in bronze, and many others to the amount 
of about £10 worth, all which I had carefully wrapped in cotton, and then in 
soft paper, with the intention of forwarding them by the steamer of the 3d 
inst. Having put them all in a little box containing silver plate, for the sake 
of security during the night, it was deposited in a vault which we use for that 
purpose, but on taking out the plate next morning, to my great dismay the 
little box containing the coins (which, unfortunately, had no lid,) was empty, 
every coin except one being carried away, as was afterwards proved by rads, 
no doubt for the sake of the soft paper and cotton wool, to line their nest 
with. As a proof of this, on digging after the rat-hole, two large coins were 
found among some rubbish, but divested both of paper and cotton. These 
were the two-penny piece of George III., and the 60 shilling piece of James II., 
which are now sent to you. The medal which was not carried off, was the 
coronation one of Victoria,* which would have shared the same fate, but the 
little morocco box in which it was placed protected it; the teeth marks, how- 
ever, upon it, show what they would have liked to do withit also. Although 
two men have been employed ever since in searching after them, no other 
trace of them has, up to the present moment, been discovered, so that I have 
began to despair of ever seeing them again. Possibly, at some future time, 
the discovery of such a miscellaneous hoard will give rise to a learned disser- 
tation on the subject; at all events it will be worth recording in the Numis- 
matic Chronicle as a caution to other collectors. You may be sure that this 
affair has caused me much grief, as, independently of the pecuniary loss, it 
may be some time before I have the opportunity of possessing the same coins 
again. By the kindness of a friend I am enabled to supply the place of the 
three coins of Lord Baltimore at a less price than those lost could have been 


afforded at. 





, August 2d, 1844. 

I am sorry a few of the coins sent did not meet approval, but, owing to 
the unfortunate circumstance of the loss mentioned in my last, it prevented 
me from sending coins which might have been more acceptable, I am very 


* This was the Florin Crown. 
VOL. VL 8 
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happy, however, to inform you that after digging for some time in different 
parts, we at last came to the nest and found all that we lost with the exception 
of the Barbadoes penny and 4 penny, so that I shall now be able to forward 
them to you. 3 


To H. D., Boston, Mass. 





COLLECTION OF MR. J. A. NEXSEN. 


Prices of a portion of the Collection of J. A. Nexsen, sold by Bangs, 
Merwin & Co., New York, October 5th and 6th, 1871. : 


Dollars, 1794, poor, $10.50; 1796, good, 2.75; 1798, fair, 4.00; do., not equal to last, 2.25; do., 
large eagle, good, 2.00; 1803, very good, 4.00; 1848, very good, 2.00; 1852, uncirculated, 3.50: 1853, 
very fine, 3.00; 1854, fair, 3.25; 1855, uncirculated, 3.00; 1856, do., 2.50; 1857, very good, 2.25; 1858, 
proof, 9.00; 1861, very good, 2.00; 1862, do., 2.25 ; 1864, do., 2.00; 1871, very finé, 2.00; Proof Sets, 
1863 to 1867, 3.50 to 3.25 each. 

Half Dollars, 1801, fair, $1.50; 1802, good, 2.25; 1803, fair, 1.13; 1807, head to left, good, 2.50; 
1814, fine, 1.50; 1815, very good, 2.00; 1823, fine, 1.13; 1839, liberty seated, uncirculated, 1.13; 1841, 
N. O. Mint, 2.13; 1851, fair, 1.10; Quarter dollar, 1796, fair, 2.00; Dime, do., 1.13; Half dime, 17 
fair, 2.25; 1796, do., do., 2.00; 1797, do., good, 75 cents ; Cents, 1793, liberty cap, fair, 4.00; do., 
wreath, 3.00; 1795, Jefferson head, fair, 7.50 ; 1796, liberty cap, very good, 4.25 ; 1799, date good, 4.50; 
1804, poor, 2.25 ; 1810, over 1809, fine, 7.00 ; 1811, fine, 2.25; 1826, uncirculated, 1.50; 1827, do., 1.38 ; 
1829, do., 2.25 ; 1831 and ion: tos 1.00 each ; 1835, do., 1.63; 1836, do., 2.00; 1837, do., 1.00; 1841, 
do., 1.63; 1842, do., 1.25; 1844, do., 1.50; 1845, do., 1.75 ; 1857, proof, 2.25; Half Cents, 1793, very 
good, 4.50; 1795, do., 2.50; 1802, fair, 1.00; 1803, fair, 1.13; 1811, good, 2.00; 1833, proof, 1.13 ; 1835, 
proof, 1. 25. 

Pine Tree Shilling, 1652, fine, $6.25 ; Sixpence, do., good, 3.25 ; Threepence, do., fine but punched, 
2.75 ; Oak Tree Twopence, 1662, fine, 5.25 ; Rosa Americana Penny, 1.00 ; do., farthing, 1.63; Colonies 
Francois, 1767, 75c.; do., two L’s crossed, 85c.; Massachusetts Half Cent, 1787, uncirculated, 2.25 ; 
1788, do., very good, 1.00 ; Nova Eborac. 1787, very fine, 2.13; New Jersey, fox type, very good, 1.37 ; 
Kentucky Triangle Cent, very fine, 2.25 ; Georgius Triumpho, fine, 2.00. 

Washington Cent, 1791, small eagle, fine, $8.50; do., large eagle, very fine, 5.50; Washington 
Cent, 1792, fifteen stars over the eaglé, unusually good, 35.00. 

Martha Washington Half Disme, good condition, $11.00; Gold Dollar, 1836, liberty = proof, 
4.50; 1836, Silver dollar, 5.00; 1839, do., 26.00; Half dollar, 1838, spread eagle, proof, 5.00; do,, 1838, 
flying eagle, proof, 5.00; Set of One, Three and Five Cent pieces, 1868, proofs, (Mint price $9.00,) four 
dollars for the set. 

English Silver, Pennies, William I., $1.63: Henry I., 1.25; Stephen, 2.13; Henry II., 88c.; 
Richard I., 3.50; John, 1.50; Henry III1., soc.; Edward I., and IL, soc.; Half Groat, Edward, 1.75 ; 
Henry IV., Groat, 1.13; Henry V.,do., 1.75 ; Richard III., do., 4.00; Edward VI., Crown, 6.00; Half 
do., 3.50 ; Elizabeth, do., 9.00; Half do., 4.75 ; James I., do., 7.00; Half do., 2.50; Charles I do., 5.50; 
Commonwealth, do., 6.00; Half do., 5.50 ; Cromwell, do., 9.50; half do., pierced, 5.00; pane IL, 
475; Half do., 3.50; William and Mary, do., 4.00; Half do,, 2.00; George III., Mudie Pattern Cro 
8.50; Willian: IV., Proof Crown, 25.00 ; Victoria Gothic Crown, proof, 5.00; Scotch Dollar, Mary, 
Henry Darnly, 1566, fine, 6.25; James VI., 1567, Sword Dollar, 3.50. 

Greek Tetradrachms, Athens, fine, $3.00; Syracuse, fine, 7.00; another, 5.00; Macedonia, fine, 
6.00 ; Gonatus, fine, 6.50; Philip IL, fine, 3.50; Alexander, 2.50; Philip III., fine, 4.25; Ptolemy, fine, 
4.00 ; 2 pees fine, 5.50; Antiochus I., fine, 4.25 ; Antiochus IV., fine, 7.00; Antiochus VII., good, 

755 ntiochus VIII., fine, aa BA Philip 1., g 3-25; Leontium, fine, 5.00; Athens, fine, 2.75; 
Philip IL., fine, 2.50; Alexander Balas, fine, 4.50. 

Roman, Large Brass, Sixty pieces, the more common sold from 25 cents to $1.00. Antonia, fine, 

75; Claudius, good, 3.25; Didius Julianus, fine, 6.50; Clodius Albinus, do., 2.25; Macrinus, 3.50; 

Barbia Orbiana, fine, 3.25; Small Brass, from 20 cents to 3.75. eee 

Roman Silver Denarii. Julius Cesar, fine, $6.00; Tiberius, fine, 2.75 ; Clodius Albinus, fine, 4.00; 
Otho, fine, 1.75 ; Pupienus, fine, 1.75 ; Some seventy other, 20 cents to 1.50 each. 5 

Set of Bronze Presidential Medals. John A $4.75; the others, fourteen, from 1.13 to 1.75 
each; Bronze Medal, Alexander Hamilton, sizé 31, 7.00; Li Americana, 3.50; Kane Medal, size 
51, 3.00; Webster, size 49, 2.50; Clay, size 48, F 

U.S. Gold. Eagle, 1795, fine, $17.00; Half do., fine, 7.00; do., 1796, with stars, 9.50; 
do., without stars, 7.00; Three Dollar piece, 1854, 400; Haif Eagle, 1866, 5.50; California lar, 
with eagle, octagon, 2.50. j ‘ 

Ferdinand and Isabella, gold, Double Ducat, fine, $26.00. 
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ELLIOTT NUMISMATIC COLLECTION. 


A Sate of Coins and Medals took place at George A. Leavitt & Co's, 
New York, on the 5th and 6th of September last. We give the prices of the 
most desirable pieces. 


Greek Tetradrachms of Athens, Syracuse and Thasus, $2.38 to 4.50 each ; six other Greek silver, 
1.00 to 1.75 each ; Antiochus IV., fine, 7.00; Antiochus VII., 5.00; Ptolemy, 3.00; two of Alexander, 
5.00. Roman 4s, copper, very fine, 6.38; thirty Roman silver, 25 cents to 2.00 each; Bronze Medals, 
Com. Ingraham, size 64, 2.63; Gen. Scott, size 56, 1.88; U.S. Assay, size 21, 1861, 1.30; Rouget De 
Lisle, size 34, 2.35 ; Napoleon, size 26, 2.00; Attack on the Bastile, size 30, 1.33. 

United States Silver, Dollars, 1794, $4.38; 1795, 2.25; another, 2.75 ; do., 3.75 ; do., 2.00; 1798, 
2.75 ; 1800, 2.13; 1802, 2.25; 1844, 2.00; 1846, 2.00; 1848, 2.00; 1850, 2.15; 1853, 3.88; 1854, 3.13; 
1855) 3.00, the last nine uncircul? ted, or fine ; proof sets, 1858, 9.00; 1859 to 1871, 3.00 to 5.00 each; 
half dollars, 1794, 1.13; 1795, 1.52; do., 1.13; 1797, good, 8.00; 1802, 2.50; 1803, 1.50; 1804, 1.88; 
1805, 1.25 ; 1815, 2.00; 1830, proui, 2.13; quarter dollars, 1796, 1.63; two 1819, 1.13 each; 1827, proof, 
70.00; 1853, without arrows, 1.00. 

Washington Pieces ; Eccleston’s Medal, very fine, $10.00; Masonic [Funeral] Medal, “ Skull and 
Cross Bones,” proof, 10.00 ; Funeral Medal, very fine, 9.50; Washington Cent, or Half Dollar, copper, 
size 21, very fine, 45.00 ; do., obverse very poor, 8.00. 

U. S. Cents : 1793, $2.00; 1795, fine, 2.00; 1799, “ might be called fine,” 10.00 ; 1802, uncirculated, 
7.50; 1803, do., 6.00; 1807, do., 5.50; 1809, very fine, 3.85 ; 1817, proof, 5.50; 1843 and 1844, uncircu- 
lated, 2.00 each. 

U.S. Pattern Pieces: 1836, Dollar, $3.00; 1838, Half Dollar, head of Liberty: rev. Half. Dollar. 
proof, 8.00 ; another, cracked die, 3.75 ; 1866, proof dollar in copper, 4.00; 1869, Pattern Set of nine 
pieces, silver, 8.50; 1869, same as the last, in copper, 17.50; 1870, same as last, except date, 8.50. 

Half Cents : 1793, good, $2.00; 1831, proof, 5.00; 1840, proof, 12.00; 1841, do., 11.00; 1842, do. 
30.00; 1843. 44, 45 and 46, do., 10.00 each ; 1847, do., 30.00 ; 1848, do., 10.00 ; 1849, 3.00. 

Massachusetts Two Pence, oak tree, $3.50; Wood’s English Half Penny, 1722, proof, 4.00; Rosa 
Americana, Penny, crowned rose, 2.75 ; Half Penny, do., 1.63; U.S. A. Bar Cent, 3.50; Massachusetts 
Half Cents, 1787 and 1788, uncirculated, 2.60 each ; Kentucky Cent, proof, 4.00 ; Baltimore Town Piece, 
silver, good, 12.00. A large collection of miscellaneous coins and medals brought fair prices. 


MEDALS OF LAFAYETTE. 


The following Medals in the Collection of Mr. M. A. Stickney, of Salem, 
differ from those given on pages 1 to 4, and p. 30 of this Volume. 

XXXI. LaFaltkTTE G“* EN CHEF; bust of Lafayette in citizen's dress, 
facing the right. Rev. LIBERTE ORDRE PUBLIC, in three lines, within a circle 
of words, viz: GARDE. NATIONALE * * *, Silver, size 8. 

XXXII. 1789. 1830; bust of Lafayette in uniform, facing the left; 
below, Pingret. Rev. GARDE NAT‘ * LIBERTE ORDRE PuBLIC * In the field, 
Paris Banquet Offert au GE NERAL LAFAYETTE PAR LA 10" LEGION 16 SEP- 
TEMBRE 1830, in seven lines, on what looks like a suspended bomb shell. 
Bronze, size 184. ? 

XXXIII, GENERAL LAFAYETTE; bust of Lafayette in citizen’s . dress, 
facing the right. Rev. AUX INTREPIDES CITOYENS DE PARIS in acircle. Below, 
DES 27 1829 J (curved). BARRICAD 1830 in two lines. In the field, a barri- 
cade of trunks of trees and rocks, on which is planted their flag, and the 
branch of a tree on which appears a wreath, or ring. Bronze, size 19. 

XXXIV. GENERAL LAFAYETTE: bust of Lafayette in .citizen’s dress, 
facing the right. Rev. LAFAYETTE, BORN SEP" 6, 1757. DIED MAY 20, 1834, 
IN THE 77 YEAR OF HIS AGE. THE HERO OF TWO HEMISPHERES. THE 
GENEROUS, NOBLE-MINDED, LIBERAL PHILANTHROPIST, THE BRAVE AND. CHIVAL- 
ROUS SOLDIER AND SINGLE-HEARTED PATRIOT. in ten lines across the field. 


Lead, size 32. 


gta 
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ANCIENT MEDALS AIDS TO ART. 


As we find on Medals the plans of several buildings that-are now 
demolished, we see on them, too, the models of many ancient Statues that 
are now lost. There are several Reverses which are owned to be the repre- 
sentations of antique figures, and I question not but there are many others 
that were formed on the like models, though at present they lie under no 
suspicion of it. The Hercules Farnese, the Venus of Medicis, the Apollo in 
the Belvidera, and the famous ‘/arcus Aurelius on horseback, which are, 
perhaps, the four most beautiful Statues extant, make their appearance, all of 
them, on ancient Medals, though the figures that represent them were never 
thought to be the copies of Statues till the Statues themselves were discov- 
ered. There is no question, I think, but the same reflection may extend 
itself to antique Pictures; for I doubt not but in the designs of several 
Greek Medals in particular, one might often see the hand of an Afelles or Pro- 
togenes, were we as well acquainted with their works as we are with 7zfan’s or 
Vandyke’'s. I might here make a much greater show of the usefulness of 
Medals, if I would take the method of others, and prove to you that all arts 
and sciences receive a considerable illustration from this study. I must, 
however, tell you, that Medals and the Civil Law, as we are assured by those 
who are well read in both, give a considerable light to each other, and that 
several old Coins are. like so many maps for explaining of the ancient Geog- 
raphy. But, besides the more solid parts of learning, there are several little 
intimations to be met with on Medals that are very pleasant to such as are 
conversant in this kind of study. Should I tell you gravely, that without the 


help of Coins we should never have known which was the first of the Empe- 
rors that wore a beard, or rode in stirrups, I might turn my science into 
ridicule. Yet it is certain there are a thousand little impertinences of this 
nature that are very gratifying to curiosity —Addison, on Ancient Medals. 





OWED TO MONEY. 


Sey mam 
“pent septa s Rema lasmctems je RE 


Or dollars we’re dreaming, for dollars striving, Dollars! Dollars! the song, the story, 

The only object of worth in life ; The genius of man has e’er sung or said ; 
The mind of man, for his greed contriving, Old painters, with just ideas of glory. 

Dares the encounter of every strife. Drew golden hoops round ly head, 


The silvery stream all mankind follow, O, money, money ! all men adore thee, 
Wherever its meanderings run, An altar thou hast in er heart ; 

Whose course is lit by the shining dollar, E’en virtue’s power must fail before thee, 
Brighter and warmer than the noonday sun. In robbing woe of its keenest smart. 


Everywhere is this dollar gleami Henceforward money be my endeavor ; 
Eeerrahers in church or aa Shut eyes and he to all beside! 

And like bright rays of sunshine streaming Gold to my shall prove the lever, 
Through every chink of the human heart. And silver d be deified. 


By rail-car crashing, furious dashi \ | Hurra for money! old virtues vanish,— 
Husbands struck from the roll of life ; |. Friendship and love that once : 
A law-suit follows—ten thousand dollars Such common stars the world must yaa 
Consoles the inconsolable wife. Whose guiding star is a star of go Fe 

1853. B. P. Shillaber. — 
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MOTTOS AND LEGENDS ON ENGLISH COINS. 


Carotus A Caroto. Charles from Charles. 
Carott Fortuna Resurcam. I will restore the fortunes of Charles. 
Curisto Auspice Recno, I reign under the auspices of Christ. 
Cotoniarum Briranni# Moneta. Money of the British Colonies. 
Crescire Er Muttipiicamini. Increase and be multiplied. 

Cuttores Suos Deus Prorecrr. God protects his worshippers. 
Decus Er Turamen. Ornament and Defence. 

Diuicire lustitiamM. Love Justice. 

Fiorent ConcorpiA Recna. Kingdoms flourish by concord. 

Justir1a THronum Firmat. Justice strengthens the throne. 

Pax Missa Per Orpem. Peace established throughout the world. 

Pax Quaritur Betto. Peace is sought by war. 

Posut Deum ApjuTorEM Meum. I have made God my helper. 
Quvatuor Maria Vinpico. I claim the four Seas. 

Rosa Sine Spina. The rose without a thorn. 

Sans Cuancer. Without Changing. 

Sir Nomen Domin1 Benepictum. Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
Timor Domini Fons Vita. The fear of the Lord is the fountain of life. 
Veriras Temporis Fitia, Truth the daughter of Time. 


























A DESCRIPTION OF THE ROSE NOBLE OF EDWARD IIL 


AccorpinG to a judicious antiquarian, Stephen Martin Leake, Esq., 
Garter King of Arms, the noble of Edward III. represents him as Sovereign 
of the Seas, standing triumphantly in a ship completely armed, the crown 
upon his head, a naked sword in his right hand and a shield in his left, 
whereon, as asserting his Title to France, he quartered the arms of that king- 
dom (being semee de lys) in the first quarter with the arms of England. The 
first instance of quartering arms by the Kings of England, either upon their 
seals or coins, and likewise the first money whereon the arms of England ‘2. 
appears, viz.: three lions passant guardant—was coined to assert King : 





Edward’s Dominion of the Seas, and Title to France, and to commemorate 
his great and glorious Naval Victory over the French Fleet, in 1340, the 
greatest that ever was obtained at sea before by the English, and the first 
where a King of England had commanded in person, wherein the French 
are said to have lost 30,000 men. An action worthy the Monarch of the 
Seas, and to be transmitted down to us, after the Roman manner, upon the 
best gold money; so that this coin may be truly called a #od/z, as well for its 
beauty and value, as the subject it commemorates, and, indeed, may be 
esteemed a medal as well as accoin. The three Lions passant guardant, some 
will have are Leopards, and what is most extraordinary, they are frequently 
so called in our Acts of Parliament, and other public acts. But, besides 
these, there is no. such creature in nature as a Leopard, er Leana & Pardo, 
the term Leoparde relates only to the guardant posture, which can no way © 
alter the property, and in that posture principally consists the majesty of 


’ 
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the Lion, and from this bearing it was, that our king Richard the First had 
the nickname of Cor Leonis. So that the notion of Leopards arose from the 
indiscriminate use of the French term Leoparde ; for at the same time it was 
apparent, what they called Leopards were true Lions; which, though the 
French will not admit in terms of blazon, they have often experienced to 
their cost. 

As these nobles bear the arms of France, they have the Title of France, 
EDWARD. DEI GRA. REX ANGL, & FRANC. INS. HYB., but upon the Great Seal the 
title of France is placed first, agreeably to the bearing of the arms; whereas 
before, his titles were Rex. Angl. /ns. Hyb. & Aquit. the title of Agutlaine 
being now immerged in that of France. Upon the sides of the ship, towards 
the bottom, are two spikes standing out, and above them is a row of three 
Lions of Exgland, and four #leur de Lis, viz: a Fleur de Lis and a Lion 
alternately. Reverse, a cross Flory, with a Fleur de Lis at the point, a Lion 
of England under a crown in each quarter, and the letter £. within a small 
Rose in the centre, all within a compartment, called a Rose of eight Parts or 
Leaves, or as Mr. Evelyn calls them, eight Goderoons; circumscribed with 
this Legend in old Angfsh characters, HIC. AUTEM. TRANSIENS. PER. MEDIV, 
ILLORUM. IBAT. which our Alchymists profoundly expound, that as Fesus 
passed invisible in most secret manner, by the middest of the Pharisees 
(ohn viii. 59), so that gold was made by invisible and secret art alchymical 
of Raymond Leulby in the Tower. But others say, that Text was only an 
Amulet, used in that credulous age to escape dangers, superstitiously applying 
words of the Gospel, to make the bearers invulnerable. This last conjecture 
seems most probable, and the occasion of it, no doubt, sprung from the won- 
derful preservation of the King, who, by the invisible hand of Providence, 
passed unhurt through the midst of his enemies, in that extraordinary sea 
fight, which this noble coin was intended to commemorate—Entick’s Vava/ 
History, 1757. G. H. P. 





STATE CURRENCIES. 


THE money of this country before the adoption of the decimal currency 

by Congress, in 1786, was in the denomination of pounds, shillings and 
ence. The Colonial notes which were then. in circulation, had depreciated 
in value, and the number of shillings equivalent to a dollar at that time, have 
regulated until now, the value of a shilling in the different States. In the 
New England States, and in Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi, Mis- 
souri, Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia, the dollar in popular use is 
six shillings, and the shilling is 16 2-3 cents. In New York, North Carolina, 
Ohio, and Michigan, the dollar is eight shillings, and the shilling is 12 1-2 


cents. In Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland, the dollar is — 
seven shillings and sixpence, and the shilling is 13 1-3 cents. In Georgia — 
and South Carolina, the dollar is se et and eight pence, and 


shilling is 21 3-7 cents. The terms shz/iing and penny are going out of 
ular use, and are heard but little in the shops at the present day. 
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AN EARLY BOSTON MEDAL. 


See pages 33 and 34, October Number. John M. Pintard, mentioned in 
connection with the above medal, wasa merchant at the Island of Madeira. 
He was appointed Consul of the United States, at that Port, June 7th, 1790, 
and was succeeded by Mr. M. Lamar, in 1803. 

We have found in our Collection of Autograph Letters, the following, 
addressed to a distinguished merchant of Salem, Mass. G 


Maperra, 1744 December, 1791. 
Exias H. Dersy, Esq., SALEM : 

Sir :—This serves to hand you a state of our markets at present for the 
produce of your country, which you will observe is very favorable for Beef, 
Pork and Codfish, a cargo or two of wiich would arrive to a great market. 
The first ought to be here by the last of February, and the Beef and Pork 
by the 1st of April. We have had no Horses imported here for these twelve 
months. A cargo or two of about 14 or 18 in each cargo, would arrive to a 
good market. Should you think proper to speculate this way, and choose to 
intrust your business to me, you may rely on my utmost exertions to render 
you pleasing sales. I am, with respect, Sir, your most 

obedient and very humble servant, 
Joun M. Prytarp. 





THE SILVER MINT OF JAPAN. 


At the silver mint at Yeddo, the following processes are continually 
going on:—A lump of silver of the necessary fineness, obtained either from 
the Government mines or by melting down Mexican dollars, is placed in an 
iron ladle, and reduced to a molten state by means of a charcoal fire and a 
pair of blacksmith’s bellows. It is then poured into a mould, from which it 
is taken out in the shape of thin rectangular bars, which are immediately 
thrown into a tub of cold water. On being taken out, a man seated on the 
ground shears off with a pair of large fixed scissors, all jagged pieces 
adhering to the angles. They are now handed to another man, who weighs 
them one by one, and a piece is cut off, .if necessary, to reduce the bar to its 
proper weight. The next process is that of dividing the bar by a fixed pair 
of shears, into eight equal portions of the size of itzebus; this is done by a 
workman cutting it as accurately as his practiced eye will enable him, and his 
work is tested by weighing, light pieces being rejected, and the heavy ones 
reduced to their proper weight by the scissors. The pieces are now heated 
white-hot in a charcoal fire, plunged into water, boiled, and washed in a kind 
of brine, from which they come out with a moderately bright surface. They 
are next very slightly milled on the two sides, and more deeply on the edges, 
by means of a milled hammer. They are now ready for stamping. A man 
places one of the pieces on a stationary die, and lays on the top the other 
die: a second man, armed with a huge hammer, gives one blow on the upper 
die, and the coin is struck. The blows are dealt in rapid succession, and the 
whole scene reminds one of a blacksmith’s shop. Boys now punch small 
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stars on the edges by means of chisels and hammers. The coins are weighed 
one by one for the last time, and the light ones rejected. The imperial 
stamp is added by means of another stamped chisel and mallet, and the coins 
are complete. They are rolled up in paper packets of 100; each packet is 
weighed and marked with a seal, which serves as a guarantee of its contents, 
and gives it currency as 100 itzebus. 

While every operation is performed in this primitive manner, perfect order 
prevails in the establishment; every man goes through his portion of the 
work in silence and with the regularity of clock-work, and many evince con- 
siderable skill. There are about three hundred hands employed in the build- 
ing. When the men enter in the morning they are made to divest them- 
selves of their own clothes, and put on others belonging to the mint. At the 
end of the day’s work a gong sounds, > i the somewhat curious spectacle is 
presented of three hundred men sprifging from the ground on which they 
had been seated, throwing off their clothes, and rushing, a naked throng, to 
one end of a yard. Here they pass through the following ordeal in order to 
prove that they have no silver on them: Their back hair is pulled down and 
examined, they wash their hands ard hold them up to view, they drink water 
and then holloa, and, lastly, they ran to the other end of the yard, clearing 
two or three hurdles on their way; efter which performance they are allowed 
to put on their own clothes and depart. 





THE FIRST ENGLISH CROWNS AND HALF CROWNS. 


In 1551, Edward VI., crowns and half crowns were first coined. The 
crown bears on the obverse a figure of the king on horseback, the horse 
capering; Legend, EDWARD: VI: D:G: AGL: FRA: Z: HIBE’: REX: y. The 
king isin armor and the horse covered with rich housings. Mint mark y, 
for Sir John Yorke, master of the mint at Southwark. Reverse, The Royal 
arms and cross fleury; legend, PoSVI: DEVM: ADIVTORE’: MEV: ¥: The 
half crowns are of the same type except that the titles are abbreviated; 
some bear the mint mark of a Ton, for Throgmorton, master of the mint at 
the Tower. Many collectors commence an English series with the crowns 
of this reign and date. Crowns bring from four to eight dollars,‘the half 
crowns from three to six dollars according to their condition. Cc. 





COIN BURIED BY THE ENGLISH AT TANGIER. 


Arter holding it for twenty years at great expense, in 1683, Tangier 
was abandoned by the English, and their works there destroyed. The Mole 
was drilled in several places and blown up by piecemeal: the rubbish of the 
town, thrown into the harbor to fill it up, and so effectually ruin it, that it 
never can be made a port again. “ By the King’s direction there were buried 
among the ruins of the Place a good number of milled crown pieces, of His 
Majesty’s coin, which may, perhaps, many centuries hence, when other 
memory of it is lost, declare to succeeding ages, that this place was once 
a member of the British Empire.’—Burchett's Naval History, 1720, p. 405. 
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TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 
BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY, 

September 7.—Pursuant to adjournment from the July meeting, the 
Society met at the usual hour. In the absence of the Secretary, Dr. S. A, 
Green was chosen to perform his duties. After the usual business of the 
Society was transacted, Mr. Crosby exhibited several fine specimens of U. S. 
cents, five of 1817, varieties; one of 1818, and three of 1819; also a rare 
piece in copper, size 12, having on the obverse a head of Liberty, with 
thirteen stars. Rev. United States of America, One Cent. This piece was 
considered quite rare. Dr. Green showed four cents of 1817, one variety 
being different from those exhibited by Mr. Crosby. 

A photograph of the Seal of the Colony of Virginia, under Governor 
Fauquier, 1758-1767, George ITI, was received from Mr. Wynne, of Rich- 
mond, Virginia. 

Captain George H. Preble, U.S. Navy, presented a copy in manuscript 
of the correspondence relating to the medal given to Comniodore Edward 
Preble, by Congress, with an engraving of the medal having a representation 
of the capture of, Tripoli, in 1804. The thanks of the Society were voted to 
Mr. Wynne and Capt. Preble for the gifts. 

Adjourned. SaMuEL A. GREEN, Sec. pro tem. 


Thursday, October 5—The regular monthly meeting was held at 4 P. M.- 
Mr. J. Robinson was elected Secretary fro ¢em. The President, Mr. Colburn, 
read a letter from Mr. Appleton, Secretary of the Society, dated Interlaken, 
Switzerland, Sept. 14, 1871. From a sale in London, he had obtained the 
United States Half Dollars of 1796 and 1797, in fine condition; the Wash 
ington Half Dollar, in copper, in fine order; the scarce piece known as the 
British Settlement in Kentucky, with the Rev. Canada, &c., in copper; the 
Continental currency, in brass; and the “ Vew Yorke” Token, which has 
been sold at a high price in the coin sales. 

Letters were received from Thomas H. Wynne, of Richmond, Virginia, 
accepting Corresponding Membership. Mr. Slafter showed several medals, 
among them was the Norwalk, Conn., Memorial Medal; one of Haverford 
College, Penn.; and one struck on the public reception of President Johnson, 
in New York City, on the 29th of August, 1866. 

Mr. Crosby exhibited United States cents of 1820, ’21, 22 and ’23; 
also some impressions of N. E. money. Dr. Green showed cents of the 
dates of 1820 to 1823 inclusive. After hearing the remarks of several of the 
members in relation to the genuineness of certain coins represented to be of 
N. E. and Pine tree coinage, and which are soon to be offered at public sale, 
the Society adjourned. 

Joun Rostnson, See. pro tem. 


Thursday, November 2—The monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this P. M. The President showed a collection of gold and silver coins and 
medals belonging to General W. F. Bartlett, of Pittsfield, Mass. Among 
them was a beautiful gold medal of General Bolivar. Obv. Simon Bolivar 
Lib’ D Colomb. Y Del Peru. Bust, in uniform, to right. Rev. El Cuzco 
A Su Libertador, 1825. Ruins of a temple, &c. Size 26. It is said that 
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but two of the above were struck in gold; this was purchased by a gentleman 
in Lima, about twenty years since. Another was of Ferdinand VII, in gold. 
Obv. Ferdinando. VII. Hisp. Et Ind. RAP. 1808. a Lion rampant having 
a double headed Eagle, with a falling Crown, prostrate before him. Rev, 
Optimo. Princ. Publice. Fidelit. Jurat, Arms, &c. Size 24. The silver 
medals and coins were mostly those of Mexico, Peru, Chili and Bolivia. 

Mr. Seavey exhibited the U.S. Coinage of quarter dollars, dimes and 
half dimes from 1820 to 1827; the proof of the last named was brilliant, the 
others were mostly proofs ; also half eagles from 1820 to 1827 inclusive, and 
the quarter eagles of 1821,’24, 25, 26 and ’27, in very fine condition. Mr, 
Crosby showed fine specimens of cents of 1820, 1821 and 1822; of 1823, 
two varieties; of 1824, two; of 1825, three; of 1826, five; of 1827, three, 
mostly in fine condition. Mr. Root exhibited five cents of 1820, two varie- 
ties, in fine condition; 2 of 1821; 2 of 1822; 1823; 3 of 1824; 2 of 1825; 
3 of 1826, and 3 of 1827. Mr. Davenport showed a series of fine cents from 
1816 to 1827 inclusive, including several fine uncirculated ones, which were 
among those returned to the United States Mint from South Carolina, when 
the copper coinage was called in. © Dr. Green showed specimens of the 
various dates named above. Adjourned. 

SAMUEL A. GREEN, Sec. pro tem. 


Thursday, Dec. 7, 1871. The monthly meeting was held this afternoon 
at four o'clock, the President, Mr. Colburn, in the chair. The report of the 
previous meeting was read and accepted. Mr. G. W. Pratt and Dr. S. A. 
Green were appointed a committee to nominate officers for the ensuing year. 
Several of the members were absent, being in attendance at the sale of the 
collection of Dr. Charles Clay, which took place on the 5th, 6th, and 7th of 
this month, | | 

Mr, Robinson, of Salem, showed a fine collection of cents and half cénts 
from 1828 to 1835, inclusive; marly of the pieces were uncirculated. They 
came from a collection thrown aside during that period. by a farmer in the 
vicinity of Salem, who received them in the ordinary transactions of trade. 

A letter was read from the Secretary, Mr. W. S. Appleton, dated Paris, 
Nov. 11, 1871; he had procured the coins struck since the fall of Napoleon 
III., and mentions that the list of medals struck since that event are quite 
numerous. At Venice he added several pieces to his series of the Doges of 
Venice, including one of Marino Faliero, who was beheaded, which is rare. 
At Vienna he obtained the series of coins lately issued for Roumania under 
Prince Charles of Hohenzollern. Hevalso wrote as follows : 

“M. Prosper Mailliet, of Brussells, has published a work in two volumes, 
one of text and one of plates, called Catalogue Descriptif des Mi :. sates Obst- 
dionales et de Necessite, He is now engaged on a supplement, which will 
probably be larger than the original work. In the supplement are three 
pieces, described as in the collection of J. J. R. Whaites, an English gentle- 
man living at Bonn, in Germany, This collection was sold at auction in 
Frankfort in August, and these pieces were ht by M. Hamburger, from 
whom I obtained them,. The description is in French, which I translate:— _ 
America, place not named, Piece —— reals, in silver—-Obv. A pole end- 
ing in a ring and two hooks, standing in a sort of box; abovea star,and in 
the field ar EE vA, in three monograms. Rev. 8’R.—v, A-1822, Piece of 
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two reals, same type, the star of the obverse is lower. Rev. 2. instead of 8. 
Reals. Obv. Pole with two hooks between three stars. Rev. of the other, 1 
Real. I read the monograms: Provincia de Valencia. The pieces are not 
known as belonging to Valencia in Spain, and are therefore probably of Mexi- 
co, or South America.” Adjourned. ‘ 

SAMUEL A, GREEN, Sec. pro tem. 


NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF MONTREAL. 


Tue Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Montreal held its first 
meeting of the season at the Natural History Society rooms, on Wednesda 
evening, when there was a fair attendance of members. A number of antt- 
quities, coins and books were received from kindred societies in the United 
States, as well as from individual members. Some of the members also 
exhibited a number of choice gold and silver coins. Messrs. Sandham and 
Mott laid before the meeting a scheme proposed by them for the publication 
of a monthly journal, to be devoted to Canadian Archeology and Numisma- 
tics. The opinion of the meeting seemed to favor the publication of such a 
work under the direction of the Society as preferable to that of being a 
private enterprise. The matter was held over for discussion at a future 
meeting. Mr. Mott presented specimens of the Hudson’s Bay Co, paper 
es forwarded to him by Dr. Schultz. 

r. Samuel Abbott Green, Rev. Edmund Farwell Slafter and Mr. Francis 
Parkman, of Boston, with J. M. Lemoine, Esq., of Quebec, were elected cor- 
respc ding members. We are informed that arrangements have been made 
to meet regularly, in the Natural History Society rooms, and also to place the 
cabinet in the Museum. The Society being regularly incorporated by the 
Quebec Legislature, bids fair to become a permanent institution, and all who 
may possess articles of curiosity, or coins of interest, would do well to remem- 
ber these facts, and make additions to the cabinet, that the public may share 
the pleasure of inspecting the same.—A/ontreal Daily Witness, Oct. 2; 1871. 


Montreal, December 8, 1871. 
Editors of the American Fournal of Numismatics.” 

Owing to a migratory existence during the past season, the Society was 
unable to meet as often as desired; one of our members, however, has been 
particularly energetic in publishing a History and several Pamphlets relative 
to Canadian numismatology ; but now, having made arrangements with the 
Natural History Society of this city, to meet in their fine building, which 
may be regarded as a permanent resting place, we are stimulated to increased 
efforts for the approaching year, and we trust, by the united action of a few 
of the devoted members of our Society, to furnish you occasionally with 
interesting notes of our doings. 

The past season has been particularly gratifying to us, in our official 
recognition by the Government of the Province of Quebec, in seeking infor- 
mation through our channels, as to the efforts made by the Society for pro- 
curing the archeological MSS. of the country, and the record to be made of 
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them, and in a more practical form, by the granting to the Society of an 
annual gift of money; small though it be, it will materially assist it in the 
further progress of its work, 

I append a few extracts from the Minute Book. 


* 








COINS, MEDALS, &c., EXHIBITED. 


A. Sandham—some rare Canadian Medals, particularly the “Louisbourg Token.” 2. W. 
McLachian—some interesting books. HH. Jf/o¢t—3 shilling piece of Jersey; 5 franc piece of the new 
French Republic, 1871; A proof Dominion cent, 1858; tc Sarawak; soc Newfoundland, 1870, and a 
large number of miscellaneous pieces. Gerald E. Hart—Angel of Henry VII.; Rial, 1555, Maty 
Queen of Scots; Sceptre Sovereign, James 1. ; Commonwealth Sovereign, 1652, and several other Gold 
coins of interest, all in very fine condition. Amongst the Silver collection, were a fine Cromwell Half 
Crown, 3 Pine Tree shillings, and 1 threepence Charles 1. Siege pieces. A very complete collection of 
Canadian coins, including many of the rarer type, and paper money mentioned in “ Sandham,” as well 
as several of the Medals, were also shown. 















DONATIONS. 


Henry Mott, President—go English; Scotch and Irish Tokens of the 18th Century, known as 
Condor Tokens ; a Catalogue of Coins and Medals ; 2 Catalogues of Coins; a Pamphlet by him enti- 
tied “ Coins, Weights and Measures of the Bible” ; $1 and $2 bills of the “ Dominion” issue, Literary 
and Historical Society, Quebec—3 volumes, containing papers read before the Society, as wellas Minutes 
of Meetings. A. Sandham—1 Pamphlet “ Prince of Wales Medal,” by himself. Royal National Life 
Boat lustitution, England—Two Medals in cases, issued by them. fred. May, Alontreal—a M 
of the Siege of Paris, 1870. 










GeraLp E, Hart, 
Corresponding Secretary. 









LIVERPOOL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


At a meeting of the Liverpool Numismatic Society, held July 4, 1871, 
the Secretary, Mr. Charles Lionel Reis, read a paper on the Anglo-American 
coins, treating briefly upon the Rosa Americana and some of the other more 
interesting coins of the transatlantic colonies. He also took occasion to 
remind the Society of its being the Anniversary of American Independence, 
which fact induced him to take up the subject. , 
















THE HODGE SALE OF COINS. 


Prices obtained at the Sale of Coins lately belonging to Major J. Ledyard 
Hodge, sold by W. L. Wall & Co., Washington, D. C., October 23, 1871. 


Proof Sets, 1846, $25.00; 1854, 19.50; 1855, 18.00; 1856, 18.00; 1857, 14.00; 1858, 8.75 ; 1859, 
two sets, 4.34 and 3.15; 1860, 3.85; 1861, 3.85; 1862, 4.20; 1863, 3.85; 1864, 4.95; two others, 2.70 
and 3.15; 1865, 2.70; 1866, ’67, ’68, ’69, and ’70, 3.00 each; proof Dime, 1796, 8.50; Cents of 17 * 
‘98, 1802, 1803, 1831, 1833, Half do., 1803 and 1805, two Dimes, 1853, half do, 1851 and 1852, twelve ‘ 
pieces at 2.64 each ; proof Cent, 1821, 9.50; do., Half Cent, 1833, 1.50; do., 1834, 2.50; lar, 1841, 
4.50; proof Dollar, 1846, 7.75 ; do., Dollar and quarter, 1847, 10.50; do. Dollar, 1849, 8.00; do., 1853, 
4.50; eleven Half Cents, proofs, 1833, 1840, 1841, 1842, 1843, 1844, 1845, 1846, 1847, 1848, 1852, 90.755; 
ten Half Cents, proofs, 1840, 1841, 1842, 1843, 1844, 1845, 1846, 1847, 1848, 1852, 90.00 ; Cent, oe 
1854, 2.75; pattern Cent, 1855, 25 cents; proof Cent, 1855, 3.00; do., 1856, 2.50; pattern Cent, 1859, a 
50 cents. nit ‘ 


























THE COGAN SALE OF COINS AND MEDALS. — 
A collection of Coins and Medals belonging to Mr. Edward Cogan, of 

New York, was sold by Bangs, Merwin & Co., November 13, 1871. The 

following were the most desirable pieces, with the prices: | 
Pattern Dollar, 1836, $5.00; Dollar, proof, 1851, 25.00 ; proof set 1857, 9.00; do., 1858, 8.00; do., : 


1859, 1861, 1862, 1863, 3.50 each ; do., 1864 to 1869 inclusive, 3.65 each ; 1870, 3.00; bronze medal, — 
Washington Irving, size 42, 4.25. A large number of German Deer pieces brought fair prices. A set 
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of the silver coins of Maximilian, (Mexico,) 5 pieces, including Dollars of 1866 and 1867, brought 9-50 
U. S. Cents of 1811, poor, 1.13; 1813, good, 1.25; 1821, good, 2.13; 1838, fine, 1.00; 1848, very small 
date, 3.00; Half Cents, 1793, fair, 2.63 ; 1802, poor, 1.00; Manly Medal, 4.00: Shakespeare Medal, size 
we 3.75; Washington Crystal Palace, N. Y., size 32, 3.00; Washington Cent, small eagle, 1791, 6.25; 
ashington Medal, Westwood’s, 2.50.. A variety of other medals and coins brought fair prices. 


THE CLAY COLLECTION OF MEDALS AND COINS, 


The Collection of Medals and Coins belonging to Dr. Charles Clay, of 
Manchester, England, was sold by George A. Leavitt & Co., New York, 
December 5, 6 and 7,-1871. The Sale embraced many rare American, 
Colonial Coins, Washington Cents and Tokens, of much interest; of some 
of the most desirable pieces we give the prices brought. 


Medals relating to Canada. Bust of the Prince of Wales and inscription; rev. Welch Plume, 
&c., 1860: proof, gold, weight 4 0z. Size 30, $77. Bust of George III, &c.; rev. Royal arms, &c. : 
silver, Size 43, 15.00. St. Lawrence River, on the right bank the American eagle ; on the opposite the 
beaver of Canada, the British lion at a distance, legend, &c.: silver, Size 32, 42.50. Bust of George 
II. ; rev. Britannia in a car drawn by a lion, 1758, &c.: proof, silver, Size 28, 9.00. Montreal taken 
MDCCLX., &c.; rev. Conquest of Canada completed, &c., silver, Size 26, 8.50. Bust of George IL., 
&c.; rev. Canada subdued, 1760: bronze, Size 25, 9.00. Jacobus Wolfe Anglus; rev. urn, &c., 
Quebec, Sept. XIII. 17§9.: bronze, Size 24, 11.00. 

American Colonial Coins. N. E. Shilling, size 19, $13.00; another, 14.00; another, 13.50; Six- 

nee, size 14, 35.00; another, 26.00; Threepence, size 12, 61.00; another, 31.00; another, 42.00; 

enny, size 18, 13.00; do., oval 14x 12, 14.00; Pine tree Shilling, size 18, 6.50; do., 8.75; do., 9.00; 
do., 8.50; do., 8.75 ; three others, 15.00; Sixpence, 10.co; Oak tree Shilling, 8.75; do., 7.00; do. Six- 
pence, 4.00; do. 10.50; do., 9.50; do., 20.00; do. Threepence, 13.50 ; do. Twopence, 15.00; do. Penny, 
45.00; Lord Baltimore Shilling, 22.00; do., different die, in copper, 37.50; Sixpence, size 14, 11.00; do., 
do., 22.00; two others, 12.50 and 12.00; Groat, size 11, 33 00 ; do., 10.50. 

New England Elephant piece. “God Preserve New England, 1694”; rev. elephant. $72.50. 

Carolina Elephant piece. “God Preserve Carolina and The Lords Proprietors, 1694.” 17.00. Another, 

. uncireulated, 45.00. Another, “ God Preserve Carolina and the Lords Proprieters, 1694”: proof, 55,00. 
Bust of William Pitt, ‘The Restorer of Commerce, 1776, No Stamps”; rev. a ship, America, &e, 
Size 15, brass, 18.50. Rosa Americana [Twopence].* Head of George I., &c.; rev. rose full blown, 
“ Rosa Americana,” “ Utile Dulci,” on a plain field: copper, Size 24, 1300. Rosa Americana Penny. 
Plain rose, no date, proof, 11.50. Set of three pieces, uncirculated, 16.00 ; another set, 9.00; Halfpenny, 
do., “ Vtile Dulci,” 1722, 9.50; set of three pieces, clo., 1723, 20.00 ; do., set, 17.00. ** Rosa Americana 
Penny,” “trial piece 1733.” Obverse only, Size 21, 39.00. “Rosa Americana Penny,” [Two Pence, ]}f 
1733. Obv. Bust of George II., &c. Size 21, 190.00, 

George L., pattern fora Penny. Head to right, inscription; rev. I crowned, inscription, &c. Size 
17, brass, $55.00. Pattern for a Penny, similar to the above, 26.00, Halfpenny of the same series, 
different, 37.50.f 

Elton’s Token. An Indian selling skins. “The Red men come to Elton’s daily” ; rev. a deer 
under trees, “Skins bought at Elton’s, 1757.” Size 22, $13.00. Gloucester Token. “ Gloucester XII”; 
rev. linked triangle. “ Dawson Anno Dom.” Brass, size 14, 12.00. Higley Copper, Conn. 1737. . Deer 
standing, “Value me as you please”; rev. three hammers crowned, “I am good Copper.” 44.00, 
Patterns struck at the San Francisco Mint, Double Eagle, Eagle, Half and Quarter Eagle. Head anda 
circle of 13 stars, 1851; rev. female seated, shield, &c.: proofs, four pieces silver, 17.00: the same in 
bronze, four pieces, 10.00; Erie Canal Medal, size 50, bronze, 16.00. [One struck in gold of the same 
size, is in the Collection of Hon. Charles Francis Adams.} Gold Medal, Bust of Bolivar; rev. Repub- 
lica Boliviana, 1842, Size 22, 17.00. 4 

Eagle of 1795, $12.00 ; do., 1796, 16.00; 1797, 11.50; 1799, do.; 1800, do. ; 1801, do.; Half Eagle, 
1795, 10.00; do., 1823, 8.50; Double Eagle, 1868, 22.00; Quarter Dollar, 1796, very fine, 15.00; Dime 
of 1796, brilliant, 13.00 ; another, 10.00. 

Cents of 1793, “ One Cent,” in a circle of links, $44.00; another, 15.00; another, “ Ameri,” 52.50; 
another, wreath, 42.00; another, 36.00; another, 30.00; another, 42.00; another, 25.00; another, “A 
hundred for a dollar,” on the edge, proof, 67.50 ; another, 19.00; another, Liberty Cap, 65.00 ; Cents of 
1794, uncirculated, 37.00 ; another, 12.00; another, 11.00; Cents of 1795, thin planchet, 26.00; another, 
thicker planchet, 23.00 ; another, uncir., 27.00; Half Cent, 1795, 11.50; Cent of 1796, 16.00; another, 
g.0o ; Half Cent, do., 9.00 ; [an untoward circumstance in the history of American Numismatics causes 


© See American Fournal of Numismatics, Vol. 16, 
esi’ ae sn engzive i Soiing Pate No 3.50 wan in the Cleon of Thomas Hollis, and another in that of Marmaduke 
‘umismatics, ’ 
+ There is nothing in the inscripti Sf Cannes Cheetah eet indent they eheve:tannetind tip fatale: 
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every piece bearing this date to be carefully scrutinized ;”] Half Cent of 1797, 2300; Cent of 1798, 
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15.00; Cent of 1804, 8.50; do. of 1807, 9.50; do. of 1809, uncir., 43.00; do. of 1812, 24.00; do., 1820, 
brilliant, 32.00 ; do., 1821, 10.50; do., 1824, 13.50; do., do., 12.00; complete series of Cents from 1793 
to 1857, one hundred and twenty-two pieces, 34.00. _ 

Dollar of 1776. A sun dial, “Continental Currency,” in a circle ; the sun.and “ Fugio ;” “ Mind 
your business ;” rev. circle of rings linked together, each one bearing the name of one of the original 
States ; “ American Congress,” “ We are One.” Silver, size 26, $100.00. Continental Currency,* 1783. 
An Indian, Britannia seated, &c. “ Felicitas Britannia Et America; MDCCLXXXIII. Septr. 4;” rev. 
similar to the usual type. White metal, size 26, 31.00; Virginia Cent, pattern, 1773, Proof, size 17, 
10.50; another, 9.50; Kentucky Token, “ British Settlement in Kentucky. 1796.” rev. Britannia, &c. 
Bronze, proof, 30.00 ; same, in silver, proof, 30.00; another, same obverse ; rev. “ Copper Company of 
Upper Canada,”t 26.00; another, 21.00; Half Penny of the Canada Copper Co. of 1734; rev. Neptune, 
Fertilitatem Divitias Circumferemus 1794, 35.00; New York Excelsior Cent, 1787, 21.00; Immunis 
Columbia, 1787, uncir., 13.00; another, different, 31.00; Liber Natus Libertatem Defendo, Indian 
standing; rev. Excelsior, 1787, Arms of New York, 27.00; Vermont Cent, “ Vermonts Res Publica. 
1785.” rev. “ Quarta Decima Stella.” Fine, 10.50. 

Liverpool Half Penny, Bust of Washington, 1791, in fine condition, $27.50; another, 17.00; 
Washington Cent, small eagle, 1791, 9.00 ; Washington Trial piece, 1791 ; rev. blank, 15.50; Washing- 
ton piece, without date, Born Virginia, &c.; rev. General of the American Armies, &c. Proof, 19.00 ; 
Washington piece, 1792 ; rev. same as last, 12.00; Washington naked bust Cent,t 1792. Head in the 
classic style, hair short ; “ Washington President, 1792 ;” rev. an eagle holding a branch and bundle of 
arrows, “Cent” over the eagle’s head ; the edge reads, “ United States of America,” brilliant, 225.00 ; 
Large Eagle Cent, without date. Head of George III, “ Georgius III. Dei Gratia;” rev. same as one 
type of the Washington Cent of 1791, Size 20, 40.00; Washington piece, 1792, from the Half Dollar 

ie. Bust, “G. Washington, President, |.” rev. an eagle with raised wings, 1§ stars above, “ United 
States % America.” copper, size 22, 68.00; Liberty and Security Token, 1795. Head of Washington, 
Size 214, 20.00. 

Voltaire Medal of Washington, $9.00 ; another, thick planchet, 10.00 ; Eccleston Medal of Wash- 
ington, size 51, 9.00; Wolfe, Spies and Clark's Card. Bust of Washington ; rev. bust of Gen. Jackso 
Brass, size 16, 8.50 ; William Penn Peace Medal, 1757, “Let us look to the Most High, &c.” Proo 
silver, size 29, 15.00; Medal of Thomas Jefferson, 1801, Bust; rev. an eagle descending with a civic 
crown, “ Constitution,” “ Under his wing is protection, &c.” silver, size 28, 8.00; Medal, “ Faustissimo 
Foedere Juncte, 1782 ;” Fame seated on a cloud, &c.; rev. Mercury and emblems, silver, size 29, 
8.00 ; | Medal to commemorate the battle of the DoGGERS BANK, between the English and Dutch, the 
latter having declared in favor of American Liberty. Proof, silver, size 29, 13.50; Florere Satis Medal, 
A palace, &c.; rev. Nova Aloes Americana,” “ Presaga MDCCXX.” silver, size 30, 8.00; “ Dutch- 
American Medal, 1782.” Three standing figures, &c., “‘ De Vereenidge Staaten Van Noord America,” 
&c. silver, size 28, 15.00; U.S. Cents, 1795, thick planchet, very fine, 9.50 ; 1797, proof, 15.00; 1798, 
uncir’d, 12.00; 1801, uncir’d, 8.00; 1804, sharp and fine, 23.00. Dime, 1796, proof, 17.00. Halt Cents, 
1795, 9.00. Medal, Battle of Cadiz, 3oth May, MDCCLXXXI. “Vis vi fortiter repulsa.” rev. a trident 
supporting three shields and a crown ; “ Antiqua virtute dvvm viri.” Proof, silver, size 28, 8.50. Peace 
Medal of 1783, Europe joining hands with America. rev. Mars, Peace and Fame, white metal, gilt, 

8.00. Annapolis Threepence, 1783, uncir’d, 15.00. Isle of Man Currency, Nos. 1229 to 1328, 205.00. 





. 


NOTES. 


Mr. ALFRED S. Rosrnson, of Hartford, Conn., has an engraved silver medal of much interest. 
The obverse represents the communion-table, covered with a cloth, on which is a cup and a plate, and 
the inscription, “ This do in remembrance of me,” above the emblems, and ina semi-circle. rhe reverse 
gives a rude representation of the burning bush; above which, in a semi-circle, are the words, “ Nec 
tamen consumebatur,” a literal translation of which is, “Nevertheless it was not consumed.” U 
the edge of the piece, “ Presbyterian Church, Charleston, S. C., 1800.” By the Numismatic Scale it is 
size 18. Mr. Robinson informs us that he obtained the relic of a gentleman who purchased it of a 
Union soldier, who obtained it at the South during the late war. It was probably a token of member- 
ship in the Church. 


Knows His DestINaTION.—A correspondent of the American Fournal of Numismatics thinks 
that “all the York tokens have gone to the Devil, or some place equally distant,” and concludes by say- 
ing that he “has no doubt but that some day he will drop down on a nest of ’em.” Unless they were 
carefully packed for such a long journey, he may find them somewhat rubbed ; and unless the climate of 
Satan’s dominions has changed, he may find some of the coins burned or melted. Our friend Jenison 
has his coins in a place where 7 than a Chicago or Holland fire could harm them, and per- 
haps not that.—Lansing Republican, Mich. ee 
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THE TETRADRACHM OF CASSANDER. 


WE have the following in reply to the query of E. M.,, in relation to the 
Tetradrachm mentioned on page 31 of this volume :— 


Boston, December 4, 1871. 
My bear Sir: 

I am sorry to be unable to give any information tespecting the tetra- 
drachm. I have consulted all the authorities at my command without avail. 
The fact that there is only one sigma to the name, is indicative of its genu- 
inéness, rather than the contrary, as that spelling is admitted to be inferior, 
although allowed. A counterfeiter would not wish to attract attention by 
adopting an unusual spelling, F. G. 


THE HAYTIEN MEDAL. 


Some time ago the Haytiens presented a massive gold medal to Senator 
Sumner, in acknowledgment of his services to their country, which he 
declined to accept, as the services rendered were only in the way ef his 
senatorial duty, and it was not consistent with constitutional law to receive 
outside reward therefor. The medal has been forwarded by Hon. Stephen 
Preston, Minister-resident of Hayti in this country, to the Haytien Consul in 
Boston, through whom, at the request of the Minister, it has been presented 
to the State of Massachusetts. Governor Claflin, in behalf of the State, has 
accepted the gift, and has had it placed in the State Library, where it will 
remain, as an evidence that republics are not always ungrateful. 


NEW YORK COINAGE. 


In 1787, Capt. [Thomas] Machen formed a partnership with Samuel 
Atlee and others, of New York, for the purpose of coining money under 
charter to be obtained from the Legislature of New York. They either 
failed to obtain such charter or made better arrangements, for in 1788 they 
united with Reuben Harrison and others, of Bennington, Vt, who had a 
charter from that State, and also authority to coin for the State of Connec- 
ticut, and it was under this authority that Capt. Machen’s mill at New Grange 
was conducted. As soon as the coinage of money was taken from the States 
by the adoption of the Federal Constitution, Capt. Machen’s mill was stopped. 
The business was certainly discontinued in 1790.—//tstorical Magazine for 
June, 1864, page 208. 





ONE penny after another builds the house. 

NEVER venture a double ducat for a single penny. 

WELL is the half-penny spent, that saves the penny. 

AN old man picked up half a dollar in the street. “Old man, that’s mine,” said a keen-looking 
rascal, “so hand it over.” “ Did thine have a hole in it?” asked the old man. “ Yes,” replied the 
other, smartly. »“ Then it is not thine,” mildly replied the old man; “thee must learn to be a little 
sharper next time, my boy.” 
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EDITORIAL. 


WE have before us the prospectus of anew magazine, 7ie American Record and Repository af 
Notes and Queries, intended to be “a vehicle of general intercommunication.” It will be edited by 
Benson J. Lossing, the artist-historian and biographer, whose fitness for the position will be acknowl- 
edged by all. With his thorough acquaintance with American history and his rare abilities, he cannot fail 
to give the magazine a high character, and make it what he proposes, “a reliable repository of historical 
facts of every kind concerning the Civil, Military, Artistic, Scientific and Antiquarian affairs of our 
country.” Abstracts of the proceedings of historical and kindred societies will be a prominent feature 
of the work. Engravings illustrative of the articles, after the manner of the editor’s “ Pictorial Field- 
Book of the Revolution,” and other illustrated historical works, will add much to its usefulness. The 
Record wilt be issued monthly, at three dollars a year, by Chase & Town, 142 South Fourth street, Phila- 
delphia. Each number will contain forty-eight pages, handsomely printed in 4to. William Parsons 
Lunt, 102 Washington street, Boston, is the agent for Boston and its vicinity. 


WE wish to correct, in part, the paragraph on page 19 of this volume, headed “ Memorial Coins.” 
It was copied from acontemporary, but is not wholly true. The last sentence is certainly incorrect, as 
the number of half dollars in 1864 was 967,970. Our attention was called to it by the Editor of Mason's 
Coin and Stamp Collcctois Magazine. 


A correspondent suggests that a movement be made by those interested in Numismatics, to obtain 
from Congress authority for the Director of the Mint to strike a series of Cents in pure copper, of the 
size and weight of the large copper cent of 1857, beginning with the date of 1858 and continuing them 
of each date to the year 1872, inclusive. The number, say two thousand pieces ovdy, of each year, to be 
furnished to collectors at such price (1.00 each ?) as will realize a handsome profit, which profit shall be 
expended in enriching the collection of Medals and Coins at the Philadelphia Mint. 


Book illustrators will find a large assortment of Portraits, Views and Historical Engravings, suit- 
able for almost any work they may be engaged on, at the room of Mr. James Usher, 15 School street. 


We have received the first number of Zhe Co/lector, a small 8vo. of eight pages, devoted to Auto- 
graphs and Postage Stamps, published at Newburgh, N. Y. Mr. D. M. Collins gives a pleasant account 
of incidents in autograph collecting. 


EDWARD CoGAN, 408 State street, Brooklyn, N. Y., has issued a list of Gold, Silver and Copper 
coins, of those dates which have NOT been coined at the United States Mint. Price, 20 cents. 


Mason & Co., 139 North Ninth street, Philadelphia, have issued a priced Catalogue of Coins, 
Medals, Paper Money, &c. Price, 25 cents. , ee 


“ 


A lineal descendent of Martin Luther is said to be now living in New York city. He possesses a 


silver medal presented on the centennial of Martin Luther’s birth-day, by the King of Prussia to one of 
his ancestors, who was known by the then King to be a genuine Luther. 


ERRATA.—Transactions of Societies (p. 40, Vol. 6), read rousine for “outline ;” and seventh line 
from bottom of same page, autograph for “ photograph.” " 





CURRENCY. 


A HAPPY mean—a miser hugging his gold. 

RESTING on his owers—the man who lives on the interest of his money. 
THE best thing out—out of debt. 

A Har Sovereign—the Prince of Wales. 

PRESS work—coining one’s brains for bread. 

THE worst form of speech—uttering base coin. 

MEN of cash—any bank cashier can tell who they are. 

IF you would know the worth of a dollar, go and borrow one. 
THOUGH no Numismatist, the Printer deals much in quoins. 
READY money: uicksilver. 

THE real yellow fever—the greed for gold. 

THE best substitute for gold—Silver. 

AN anagram on California—A frail coin. - 


It is said that if you take two letters from money, there will be but one left. We have heard of « 


man who took money from letters, and there wasn’t any left. 
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